The citras cankes discovery in the 1980s was pot wis-disgnosed. Deparnpmnt cmpioyess
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The FDACS launched an eradication effort immediately following the discovery of cignts
cagker near the Miami Intcrnational Airport in 1995. Wind-borpe raun Is ooe of the principle
cazTiers of cius canker and Miami-Dade Canary has had an abnndance of tropical sporms,
cmucing canker 0 profifersts in the aren. It has paver been Aetermined that human movemeny
of citus canker canscd e discasc w move into the South Floxida lime groves. Howewer, itis
very lilely that iz was moved from grove w grove via poor sanization practices and lax secarity
by certain tegments of the industty. For cxample, many of the groves weer withont fences and
egxily atressible by tha public. Theye were np visuzl indicarions of decontaminecion
procedures for pcrsonnel and/or equpment enterivg apd departing many of mx groves. In

< nddinfon, certain custom squipment was used in maliple groves without thopgugh ;
decopramiration.  Although exemnsive research it amderway 10 find beer datection methods,
cutrently the only method is clwerving te lesions on (e tree. The Deparoment is immolved in
mupercus roscarch projects thar will allow carlicr detection of citres cagleer.  Unformnaely,
the crientists suy many of these possibilitics are potenrially years doum the voad.

Tims of Response

Infected carus gees were not “allowed” 1o sit in (he middie of lima gxoves unless there were
d problesns in det=omining owpersiop or aticr due process problems. The Deparment can not
= faks Tegulatory action without the proper legal notification and in several cases was impeded in
efforts to det=rmine s tome of the grove owners. In most eases, the Florida citas growers
nave besn cooperative in working with the CCEP (o remove citrus can¥er Infiected wees.  The
CCEP has not enjoyed this same cooperation fram some Jime growers.  [n fact, in some cases,
misinfosmpation Was supplied to program persomne] that impeded e program.  Incomect names
were provided by lime grove mansgers and Department employess weve denjed sccess w the
lime groves until they could detenmine the correct mames after pumercus Visits and phone calls,
In a0 effort o expedie the removal of infecied trees, the CCEP pow asks grove ownex for
persission io remove the infacted trecs cven before the legal paperwork in geoctaed.

- Quaiantne Zoges

The Deparunent must also follow the praper legel ehanpels for estiablishing quarsatips
zones. Quarantine Zoges are not established unil delimiting surveys have been conducted to
dessrmine extactly where the Foes should be drawn, the propesed 2oocs ave pablished, and a
rals-making proceds has been compleged. Because quatantine Zopes creale 3 regulatory jumpact
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" The risk assessmcnt program ks to enable growess (o provide scientists with pertinent
information to dettrmine whether citing at 1,900 foct ja necessary.  In o fowr cases, a lesser
cutting zone was approved bocanse of mitigaging circumstances. For sxampls, one infiected
Erove was locawed more than 20 miles from the pesrest grove and e only citous wees allowed
o termain are of a variety considercd less susoeptble to citres canker.  There bave been af least
four formal risk assessmems of lime groves in Miami-Dade Coumy. In all cases, esch was
carcfully reviewed, and with the exception of 2 small roootock wial planting, it was ’
degermined thar imfiected and exposed yoe removal Was roquined out ™ 2 distance of 1,900 feex,
A key factor in the tisk assessment rcommendasions that made & difSenlt t reducs exposad
wee removal was the high level of dissase-camsing bacteria and wide distribution within the
southem Gey of the lime production areas.  The leadership within the CCEF Iooked at
autnevons other fime groves and determpined formal risk sssesmment ™ be futile baved on e
amoun! apdfor distribution of disease in tha area.  There hac hever been a sct of circumsunces
that woyld have qualified lime growers for 2 vatiance i the 1,900 fbot catting zone.

Concerning the validity of Dr. Gorowald's, et al., citns canloer epidermiological reseasch
work that is in prepublication form, it is irxpormst to point onx that it has beey revicwed by
feveral of the workd's leading plam discase cpidemiclogists. Dr. Garth Hughes, of the
University of Edinburg, Scotisnd, and 2 Jeading expen, has working closely with Dr. Gotwald
In the analyses of hic deta, and if enytiting, feels it may be copservative in ils conchision. As
the rescarch work kas passed the iitial scientific peer review, it is Very approprists i put it
goed use. Reganding Dr. Gotwald’s reluctance o sharc propublication copies of this work, it
umm:ummummmmmm
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The 1,900 foos cntting zoue is geither arbitary wor capricious. The decision w cut cittes
trees within 1,900 foet of an infected tree was made fallowing year-long, scieatific research that
indicamed the canker bucteria can spread more than 4,000 feet during storm activity. . However,
25 peroant of the bacteria falls within 1,900 feet. 30 it was decided 'wilh ‘japut from the
‘scienzists that this was the most conservalive cutting zone possible without putting the
eradication effort in jeopardy. It was apparent afier the completion of this rescarch that the -
provious policy of cutting at 125 feet was woethlly inadequate., Tﬁim&mmﬂ
In Miami acighborhoods, not in 2 lsbosstory. The potntial for movemeas of canker by
apumals, mefer readers, parbage collecters, and Rwn rmintepanss workers was indeed taien
ineo accoum. We support the research that was carried out by scientists Cxpext in the-ficld of
citrus canker. The problem would be po differcat in & grove sianon. Because wind-bome
rain is a predominangt carrier of clrus canker, the fact that proves can be feaced and secured
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against unenthorizod entry does livde 0 mitigate the spread of the disase. In facr, research
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" Grove in Highlsnds County indicated that 2 1,900 foot cutting zone was necessary for -
growen the coofidence that it cugrendy lacking in the cradication program.  The year-long
research was done in the Seld. y. Biven the spimequent spread of clorus canker,
additional Gield wials would only put the ciers industry st further risk of fection.

Survey Prowvin i

, The CCEPt suvey program involving visual inspection js the only rellable method at this
Tme. Immmmmmhmhqumuy
\rescarch  find 2 awe for citrus esnker, bot af the very loast dovelop NS EMPRYIVE ethods
of detection. Rescarch on such projects s clivus canker aniffing doge and aerial detectinn
n:i:qqndnlinlm“-lupm.l We are very excied about the prospect of mmproved
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